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) AT e ' Read this first

S e Ny B BRI T
Dear Jaiie and Norman,
Your very welcomé

letter of April 29 arrived here this morninge It's not bad time for

these dayse Letters from my family take more then that usually, so that
by the time they finally arrive I sometimes have reached the conclusion
that my family planned to disown mel

:

/ M
The plctures were
showm to practically everyone around here this morninge Anita Price,
the other girl who works here, said that Janie's eyes and nose were
just like Williem's, only pretty instead of handsome (my addition)s One
of the men asked if Janie couldn't come out here to work, but his hopes
were immediately dashed when we said you were bappily married add expected
to stay that way. William liked the one of Janie in the chair reading,
 but I liked ‘the one of the two of you together in Newark. Everyone said
*about that one taken in Newark, that the town looked like the epitome of
Home to theme In a way it reminds me of the Oranges- lots of trees, big
old-fashioned houses, driveways, and all the reste Lhe opposite of here,
in short} Everyone sat around eating..se dge I made 1ast night, and
commenting on the pictures. - %

The dog is the
saddest and (mtest thing we've seen in yearse No wonder you forgive
him for minor accidents about the housee People always do- for dogs and
babiese You should see'my two year old n eice in the process of eating
Some of it goes into her mouthy the rest gets thrown anywhere, usually
moist and gucky, hglf digested. A gruesome sight to everyone but her
parents, but she makes up for it by having platimnn blond curls and a
charming language all her ome .

Williem has been
telling me about Aunt Vonie and Aunt Ninnieo We HJope the latter is
better foom her fall, and William was pleased to learn that Aunt Vonie
is still the same rarin' teaiin'! woman she always was. In a way it's
a good thing I didn't know they were in Florida, because I wuldn't habe
had’ the fintest idea what to say to them and what not. Did William tell
you about thé time he went to see them —=r, on his breath! Bging an
old soak from way back, I probably wo rtified myself for the
visit with a glass or two of purely tch courage. Anyway the
only free hours I had in #ismi cam 20 very queer timesof the day, like
six AM to noon, or from midnight one Probably not the times they "received®e

We have a new man
working here= tm, when it comes to thate One is our boss, and the other
is a young man just starting oute William's work has been getting less
and less strenuous, and now he's shifting all the dull jobs onto the
broad shoulders of young Mre Bruns, wile he does Important Things. It's
a great systeme My work is rather dull, and has been getting less confi-
dential week by week, due to the fact that we just aren't getting any secrets
here at all any moree Also, I've been sick for the past two months, first
with something quite unmentionable, and then with malaria for good measuree
As a result I've read all the Improving books and all the mysteries that
we and our friends possessede Also William has been going to bed early for
a change, for which I am thankfule The hectic social life has calmed down,
we haven't had a party in our house for monthsy snd I hope William will
put on some weighte Thank goodness I've lost about eight pounds, which
pleases me enormously. They say you either get enormously fat here, or
else go home a living skeletone I can't claim to be a skeleton, but Wille
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-iam-will soon be one if he doesn't gain some wight pdge However, I
afiturning ‘s nice chartreuse yellow from taking atabrin for my male L-%46
aria and for the prophylactic dose. We Bope we will impress our P2
friends vith the rigours of life in West Africa by the time we get

horme again. Every time some one leaves we put him on bread and

water and atabrin for a week, so he can astonish the home town boys

and we can get plenty of home leavel e

: We took an interesting
trip about two weeks a_go, to the border of Nigeria and Dahomeyo The man
we went to meet didn't show up, but we stopped at a Police Officer's house
deep in the bush, and hada picnic of fired chicken and red wine to cheer
us upe ‘he policeman told us, all about his life there as the only white
man for milés and miled arounds..ffe said he had seen fresh elephant trakfs
and had plenty of monkeys around the house (all we saw were chikens, which
ran in and out of the house investigating the strangers), but that actually
he wasn't in the real bush, because he was on a main roads In two and a
half hours of driving both ways we saw about four cars, and none at the
place where he was, so we took his main road witha grain of salt! On the
other side of the customs barrier we talked to the Frenchman in charge
theree It was funny to see the difference the customs barrier mades on

*one side the little black babies shouted "bonjour madamel®s while half
a nile away if they spoke anything but Yoruba, it was "Dash me misteri®
= in their own version' of Bush English. They were the same old natives,
howevere Not very bright on either side of the frontiere the French
Customs officer was delighted with some Gamel cigarettes vie gave him,
commented on the fact b welboth spoke French "so that one can understand
you (not very high praise, but strictly fact), and tried unsuccesfully
to put a call through to the capfital, Gotonou. What vwith a recent tropical
storm, and the apathy of African telephone operators, we mever did get
to taik to someone in Catonou about the arrival or non-arrival of the
man we were looking for. Still, we had a wonderful trip, actually saw
some hills (1) and came home pleased and tirede The next day I had a

" fewer of 104 nad was deep in the heart of malaria. I liked it for holding
off t)fill after the trip, just the same. !

T S T I R Nowthizt Mre Bruns has
arrived we may be able to Bet some local leave. William needs it badly
after seventeen months in lagos, end we ared very interested in seeing some

more of Nigeria

-

» o ) We haven't a victory
garden, although we could use a change of vegetables now and theme Carrots
for lunch, beans for dinner, and the next day vice versae But we get more
meat than you do, and gfbughidreadful tasting butter to suit use AND it's
nice to have a two dool Sglint black chevrolet with white walled tires (only
four of them, but very new dgdwe around ine It was expensive, but one
can always realize the same money one spent on 2 car over here- especially
now that they simply don't send us any more at alle Say what you will, it's
wonderful and peaceful to have two boys and a cook to do the worke One ‘

. thing I hate is to have to clean up after a late party! I'm geing to be
 very spoiled unless some rich uncle (unfortugnately non-existing) dies and
—leaves us g Sizmable fortunes However, Itve managed to make some curtains
and succeeded in buying some new lamp shades of the same material- the
work of many monthse The house is said to lock less like a big bam,

X

K I'm not leaving enoughf
space for & word from William, so love and ‘happiness to youe

5 mwék
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